
Take a stroll through the dog runs at Animal Allies, and you will most 
likely meet a dog with “poor kennel presence.” She will be barking 
loudly, jumping and pawing at the front of her cage.  She looks wild, 
agitated, and frankly kind of scary. Adopters hurry past her kennel, 
sure that they could never handle such a rowdy dog in their home. 

But then a volunteer comes to take her into the play yard to meet 
another dog. As soon as she’s out the door, this crazy, barking maniac 
undergoes a transformation—now she’s calm, alert, and curious. 
She trots around the play yard, happily sniffing the ground. She 
approaches her dog friend, sniffs him, and immediately dips into a play 
bow. She looks like the kind of dog anyone would want as a pet.

In recent years, Animal Allies 
has seen a change in our shelter 
dog population. With increased 
spay/neuter and greater 
awareness of responsible pet 
ownership (thanks, Humane 
Education!) there are fewer 
homeless dogs in Duluth than 
ever before. At the same time, 
the dogs that end up at the 
shelter now are more likely to 
have medical or behavioral 
problems requiring intensive 
treatment or training. 

 
Whether behavioral issues arise from fear, anxiety, boredom, or lack 
of training, they need to be addressed and corrected for the safety 
of adopters and of the dog himself. For such dogs, our job is twofold: 
first, prepare him for a happy home life: and second make sure 
his time at the shelter is as stress-free as possible. Play time helps 
achieve both.

At the best of times, it is stressful to live in a kennel surrounded by 
other dogs you can hear but not see. The more shelter dogs get 
out, the better for their bodies and minds. While interaction with 
people is comforting and rewarding, interaction with other dogs 
occupies dogs’ minds and burns their extra energy to an even 
greater extent. By letting dogs play together in supervised groups, 
shelters can keep them happy and occupied and prepare them for 
success in their future homes. 

In July, Dogs Playing for Life™ visited to educate staff and 
volunteers from Animal Allies and other local rescues about best 
practices for dog play groups in a shelter setting. Over two days, 
the training laid out the principles of safe and healthy play. Dogs 
Playing for Life emphasizes the importance of treating dogs 
as individuals with unique needs and unique personalities—
personalities that express themselves differently in play style. 

Accordingly, shelter staff and volunteers must use their judgement 
when matching play buddies and supervising play groups. Now at 
Animal Allies, specific dogs are linked with others they have been 
observed getting along with, and their names on the volunteer 
whiteboard are often marked with notations like “plays well with 
Buddy and Ella.” When dogs come to us as strays and we don’t 
know their history, information gleaned from watching them at play 
can fill in the gaps. By giving a fuller picture of their personality, 
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Dear Friends,

As I reflect on the past five years serving as the Executive Director 
for ‘the Best Nonprofit in the Northland”, I see a lot of similarities 
between life as an Executive Director and as a player on the soccer 
field.  Everything I have learned from team sports comes in handy, 
especially the importance of defining and revisiting roles and 
responsibilities, trusting one another and striving to be the best.
 
On the field and in the office, coaches and leaders spend an 
enormous amount of time defining roles in an effort to maximize 
strengths and minimize weaknesses.  Articulating these 
responsibilities is crucial because we are always careful with our 
staffing resources and rely heavily on volunteers.  Like soccer 
teams, humane societies must adapt in the moment as new 
opportunities and challenges arise. Players get injured, staff come 
and go; it is a leader’s responsibility to think upstream, knowing full 
well that constant adjustments and resilience are the name of the 
game. Trusting your team to make great decisions and carry them 
out is the true challenge. In order to score points, win games, be 
the best humane society for out community, we rely heavily on our 
people and trust their work.  A fully engaged board of directors and 
reliable volunteers who embrace their roles are key components 
to our success. Ultimately, allowing people to do the job for which 

they were recruited and giving them the opportunity to grow makes 
Animal Allies the best place for pets and people.
 
We talk a lot about creating a stable place for the animals in our 
care, recognizing that change is hard and so is living in the grey. 
For a stray or surrendered pet, comfort comes from consistent 
commands, routine, and an enriched environment. For an 
organization or soccer team, stability comes from co-creating 
systems, structure, and culture with input from all players. Animal 
Allies is a collaborative collective of talents, thoughts and ideas 
that create a game plan each day under the basic tenets of safety, 
accountability, and self-care.

If we do all of these things, on the field and in the adoption center, 
we will to continue to build on the legacy born in 1958.  As we 
celebrate 61 years of service to pets and people in the Northland, 
I wish you the biggest and brightest future.  Thank you for all you 
have done to support me both personally and professionally over 
the years. When I come home at the end of the day to my cat Olive 
and my dog Luca, I will remember these years fondly and know 
my family will too. I am confident that Julie Waltenburg, our next 
Executive Director, will continue to leverage your time, talents, and 
treasures to ensure that every pet has a loving home.  For more 
information on Julie, check out page 3.

 
Warm Regards,
 
Lindsay Snustad

Lindsay Snustad,  
Executive Director
T: 218-722-5341, Ext. 215
E: lindsay@animalallies.net
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Mission Statement
Animal Allies Humane Society strives to ensure a loving home for every pet.

Vision Statement
Animal Allies Humane Society recognizes the importance of pets in people’s lives and is guided by a humane ethic 
to serve the community through:
•	 Educating the public about humane treatment and responsible guardianship of companion animals. 
•	 Reducing overpopulation by altering all animals who are in our care. 
•	 Intervening to help animals overcome medical and behavioral issues.
•	 Providing safe, temporary care for animals while they are readied for adoption.
•	 Providing people the opportunity to invite pets into their lives.
•	 Saving lives by transporting animals from shelters that are overcrowded.
•	 Contributing to our community by engaging with students at all levels, the elderly and others to share  

the importance of the relationship of animals to society.

{
   	 4006 Airport Rd, Duluth, MN 55811 • (218) 722-5341 • animalallies.net

LEADERSHIP & TRANSITION  
TIPS FROM THE SCOCER FIELD



EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:  
JULIE WALTENBURG

Julie Waltenburg 
joined the Animal Allies 
Humane Society team 
on July 1. Julie brings 
30 years of leadership 
experience working in 
healthcare administration, 
from managing medical 
records to clinic 
operations. 

While completing her undergraduate degree, Julie considered 
pursuing veterinary medicine. Though she ultimately went into 
healthcare administration, Julie retained her love of animals 
and desire to work in the animal-care field. Now, Julie is 
excited to have a chance to combine her years of healthcare 
experience with animal welfare as the Executive Director of 
Animals Allies. Julie served as Director of the Duluth Library 
Foundation Board and has led several healthcare-related 
associations and committees. She is a current commissioner 
for the St. Louis County Human Resources Civil Services 
Commission. 

Julie and her husband Bob have three dogs: 9-year-old Lab 
Lewie, and 9- and 6-year-old Cockapoos Sunny and Jordy. 
They recently lost two senior cats adopted from Animal  
Allies almost 19 years ago. Of her new role, Julie says, “I’m  
a servant leader and I’m excited to join Animal Allies where  
I can serve people, animals and our community.”

ADOPTION MANAGER:  
EMILY SPURGEON

After overseeing 
volunteer recruitment 
and training at Animal 
Allies for more than two 
years, Emily Spurgeon 
began managing the 
adoption program in 
June.

“I am so excited to work 
on adoption and create 

loving matches between people and pets,” says Emily. “It is fun 
to see a totally different side of our work, moving from Volunteer 
Coordinator to Adoption Manager.  I’ve already learned so 
much!” Emily lives with her dogs Boomer and Fargo and cat 
Khal Drogo, all Animal Allies alumni.

HUMANE EDUCATION 
MANAGER: NICOLE FACCIOTTO

Nicole began as an 
intern at Animal Allies in 
the spring of 2015 and 
was officially hired in 
August of that year. She 
has worked in several 
different positions at the 
shelter over the years, 
including on the adoption 
team and in animal 
enrichment. Nicole has 

adopted dogs Dozer and Gustavo from Animal Allies.
“I am thrilled to make the transition into Humane Education,” 
says Nicole. “The Humane Education department holds a 
very special place in my heart as it’s how I was first introduced 
to Animal Allies when I was in grade school. It sparked my 
passion for animal welfare and I am so excited to continue 
educating the community. I am looking forward to growing 
the number of people we see each year and discovering new 
learning opportunities we can offer to the public.”

VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR: 
SHIRLEY DE LA TORRE

Shirley De la Torre 
joined our team as 
Volunteer Coordinator in 
July. Shirley’s extensive 
experience in animal 
care includes time at The 
Wildcat Sanctuary, The 
International Wolf Center, 
and on the “flight crew” 
at the Raptor Center, 
preparing recovering 

birds to take off.  She has worked in development, fundraising, 
management, and as a volunteer coordinator. As if that weren’t 
enough, this Renaissance woman is also certified as a canine 
massage therapist and as a level 2 Reiki practitioner.  
Shirley just moved to Duluth with her rescue cats, 11-year-
old Maine Coon mix and therapy cat Kemet and 2-year-old 
Nedjem, “a doll but a whirling dervish.” After time away from 
animal welfare, Shirley is excited at to begin as the Volunteer 
Coordinator at Animal Allies. “I’m so thrilled to be in my 
field again,” she says, “and to have a chance to get back 
into doing good things for animals and the people who 
love them.”
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TURNING  OVER  A  NE W  LEAF
You might notice some new faces at the shelter, and familiar faces in new places. We will miss Lindsay Snustad and Shawna 
Weaver, but are excited to welcome Julie Waltenburg and Shirley De la Torre. We would also like to congratulate Emily Spurgeon 
and Nicole Facciotto on their new positions at Animal Allies.



After two cold and miserable years, the 2019 Walk for Animals 
gave us perfect weather! Saturday, June 1 was sunny, not cold 
but not too hot, just the right amount of wind—everything a 
walker, runner, or spectator could ask for!

The lovely weather brought a record crowd to the event at 
Bayfront Festival Park. Over 250 people walked and over 60 ran, 
in addition to the many vendors, volunteers, and other attendees.
Grown-ups, kids, and dogs ran in the second annual Furry 5k. 
The Grand Marshals led the Walk, which flowed down Railroad 
Street and across the freeway before returning to the finish line  
at Bayfront.

Every dog imaginable showed up, from Shih Tzus to Great 
Danes—many of them Animal Allies alumni. There were also 
special appearances from cats, alpacas, and a goose! 
Vendors sold treats for people and animals and gave away cool 

freebies. Many dogs tried their skill on the professional-level 
agility course.

The races were followed by closely-fought talent, pet/owner 
lookalike, and cutest puppy contests. All in all, the day raised 
more than $52,000 for the animals!

We would like to thank everyone who volunteered, participated, 
and donated, including the all-star fundraisers listed below. 
Please note that next year’s Walk for Animals will move to Leif 
Erikson Park.

5K WINNERS AND TIMES
MEN 	
Matt F.				    20:49
Josh Hunter		  22:22
Bill Lundberg		  25:09
Brent Chouanard		  26:19
	

WOMEN	
Kristi Nixon		  24:17
Brittany Olson		  26:05
Marguerite Bischoff	 26:37
Kristin Schmitt		  26:37

 	

YOUTH	
Anna Mattison		  36:09
Makayla Pearson		  36:09
Adrianna Anderson		 40:18
Eryn Elfving		  41:51
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TOP FUNDRAISERS 

TEAM
1.   UHC/Optum Connected Cities, $1160
2.   The Mutts, $985
3.   Aries and His Dogs of War, $790
4.   The Girls, $757
5.   In Honor of Izzy, $725
6.   Aubrey and Friends, $700

WALKER
1.   Becky Mathiowetz, $1335
2.   Denee Taylor, $757
3.   Shannon Schwartz, $600
4.   Amber Jacobson-Williams, $485
5.   Heather Prout, $422

5K RUNNER
1&2. TIE: Sherry Lahti and Margi Petersen, $740
3.   Brittany Olson, $480
4.   Sara Sundstrom, $350
5.   Cassandra Prange, $290

YOUTH WALKER
1.   Aubrey Lindahl, $570
2.   Leah Running, $545
3.   Eda D, $145
4.   Clara Thompson, $115
5.   Jack Brennan, $110

YOUTH RUNNER
1.   Macy Manning, $555
2.   Eryn Elfving, $300
3.   Makayla Pearson, $105

VIRTUAL 5K:
Abby Larson, $325

NEW VENUE NEXT YEAR
     After decades in the same location, for the 2020 Walk for  
     Animals we are switching it up. Instead of Bayfront Park,  
     next year’s race will be headquartered at Leif Erikson Park.  
     Save the date for Saturday, June 6th!



likes, and dislikes, 
these observations help 
us match dogs with 
adoptive homes that 
are a good fit. 

At first glance, using 
play groups in a 
shelter setting can be 
alarming. After all, we 
don’t know everything 
about these dogs—
even after passing their 
behavior assessment 
and initial dog-to-dog 
meeting, their reactions 
could be unpredictable. 
If worst came to worst, 
someone could get hurt. 

However, our experience, and that of other shelters involved 
in the Dogs Playing for Life program, is the opposite: when 
implemented responsibly, daily play groups make dogs happier,  

calmer, more confident, and less likely to react aggressively or 
fearfully to pets or people. 

Dogs show their inner selves at play. Seniors become puppies 
again, anxious new shelter arrivals loosen up and let their tails 
wag. Adopters who might have passed them by as they moped 
or barked in the kennel fall in love when they see their true,  
fun-loving nature.
Beyond the pure joy of a dog bounding into the yard to run and 
wrestle with her buddy, play time ensures a safer, happier future 
for the animals in our care.  
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Kennedy applied to become a volunteer 
when she was just 14 and soon started 
spending about four hours a week in 
the medical department, where she 
quickly learned how to perform fecal 
flotation tests, enter medical information 
in the shelter database, and assist with 
veterinary exams. After two years of 
dedicated volunteering, she joined our 
medical staff. 
According to Practice Manager Lindsay 
Niemi, “Kennedy is always happy to be 
here and willing to roll up her sleeves 

and help with anything and everything. 
She is a wonderful addition to our team 
and we are so glad that she is now an 
employee!” We talked to Kennedy about 
her early love of animals and what it’s 
been like for her to work at the shelter.

What was your experience with 
animals growing up?
Although I’m still in the process of “growing 
up,” I have a dog named Benedict and a 
family dog named Tofu. In the past I’ve had 
fish, hermit crabs, guinea pigs, and chicks. 
For as long as I can remember, I have 
been the family animal doctor. Perhaps 
some of my early “work” on guinea pigs 
wasn’t official or necessary, but “Doctor 
Kennedy” was ready to serve.

Did you always know that you 
wanted a future in animal care? 
Yes. I have had a fascination with 
animals even when I was quite young.  

How did you first get involved 
with Animal Allies?
My parents are always trying to help me 
accomplish my goals. They knew my 
desire to work with animals and, at 14, 

suggested applying as a volunteer at Animal Allies, 
who were kind enough to allow someone so young 
to participate.
What were your duties as a volunteer in 
the medical department? 
My volunteer duties included running tests, 
distributing medications, and helping with 
paperwork. Although those were my main tasks,  
I learned something new almost every day.

How did you transition from volunteering 
at the shelter to becoming an employee? 
The day after I turned sixteen, I was blessed  
to be asked to work at Animal Allies. One week 
after the offer, I was on the schedule. It was a 
quick process but, thanks to coworker help, 
not an overwhelming one.   
What are your next plans for school and work?
I am still in high school and just finished sophomore 
year. I plan to go to LSC full time this upcoming fall. 
My current long-term goal is to pursue veterinary 
studies at the University of Minnesota or marine 
biology at the University of Maine.

What’s it like being a part of Animal 
Allies’ medical team?
The people - they are both kind and patient, especially 
as I continue to learn Animal Allies’ systems as an 
employee. I am thankful to be working at Animal Allies 
and, even more, working with these wonderful people.
My time at Animal Allies has reinforced my young 
desire to work long-term with a team in caring for 
animals.  While I don’t know what setting that will 
ultimately be, I feel more prepared for that season 
because of my time here at Animal Allies.

STAFF SPOTLIGHT: 
KENNEDY
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L ook i n g 
f o r wa r d  t o 

th e  Fu r  Ba l l
This annual special event gathers supporters 
from across our pet-loving community for an 
evening of fine dining,  
live and silent auctions, and fundraising  
for homeless pets.

Our signature gala is back and better than 
ever this year on Saturday, October 19th 
at Northland Country Club. Auction items 
include amazing collectibles like an official 
Avengers: End Game poster signed by the 
entire cast and gold memorabilia signed  
by Phil Mickelson and Tiger Woods. 

The 2019 featured artist is Patricia Canelake, 
who created a custom piece  
just for the Fur Ball Gala, titled The Dog 
Walker. Fans of Canelake’s work will love this 
one-of-a-kind original piece in her signature 
style featuring warm and  
cool tones.

This year’s Fund-a-Need is focused on  
our life-saving transport program. We  
are raising funds for a much-needed  
new van for animal transports and  
off-site community services like 
microchipping clinics.

WANT TO BE PART OF 
THIS YEAR’S EVENT? 

Sponsor your pet as a pet sponsor like 
Cheech, opposite, and your pet’s photo  
will be featured at the event!  You will receive 
a professional photo session compliments of 
Lisa Johnson of  
Pupparazzi Photography. Contact 
Lisa directly to arrange your session 
and sponsorship today at pupparazzi.
photography@gmail.com.

Help raise funds for the animals:  
Donate an auction item for our live or  
silent auction and purchase your ticket  
to be part of this magical evening.  
Reserve your tickets today online!

All of this information can be found  
online at www.animalallies.net or by  
calling 218-722-5341 ex. 221.
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MEMBERS
Thank you to all who became a new or renewing annual member in April, May, and June.                              

ANIMAL HERO
Stephen and Stephanie Jones
Diane Orville
ANIMAL ANGEL
Susie and Allen Decker
Widerness Wellness 

Chiropractic

ANIMAL PROTECTOR
Kathy Anderson	

Cynthia Butcher
Don and Deborah Johnson
Jonathan Maps
Mark and Nancy Melhus
Sherie Wedin	

ANIMAL FRIEND	
Jim and Karen Barschdorf
Julene Boe
Mary Carlson
Brenda Denton
Dianna Hunter and Deb 

Anderson
Janet Draper
Michael and Patricia Duff
Cheryl Graham
Sarah and Ryan Grenberg
Lynn and Marylou Gressman
Diane Kessler
Dr. Priscilla and Robert 

Knighton
Pat Larson
Mark Leroux
Donald Leslie
Marta Lukasewycz

Dr. Michael and Marta Maddy
Dr. David and Marie-Laure 

McKee
Jennifer Merlis
Judy Newman
Melanie S. Olson
Mike and Colleen Peterson
Pam and Dennis Plummer
David and Marilyn Poirier
Carol Roberts
Noel Roos
Sarah Sandstrom
Susan Slattery
Marlene Sorenson
Lisa And David Thompson
Robert and Adele Unzen
Ken Borchert and Joan Ursa-

Borchert
Jeanette Wennberg
Ellyn L. Wiens	

FAMILY
Jerry and Bev Acker
Mark Anderson and Susan 

Alrick
Dawn and Larry Bickel
A. Ronald and Phyllis Carlson
Bobbie Lou Carlson
Jack Cohen
Jane Gilley
Judith R. Gray
Diane Hadrich
Karen Hansen
Denise Johnson
Dianne Kaarbo
Peggy Kozlovski

Jessica Metzger
Carolyn S. Niesen
Jeanne Nolan
John and Chris Peterson
Robert and Linda Plucinak
Lorraine Pollard
Vickie and Joe Russell
Joan and  Paul Scinocca
David and Sharon Stauty
Michele Tack	
ANIMAL ALLY
Krista Arneson
Janet Baker
Nicole Bakken
Gary Battuello
Sue and Gary Berggren
Cecelia Bilderback
Paul and Amy Bugge
Jason Cuff
Robert Davgaard
Nancy Davidson
Emily Dockendorf
Tracy Dougherty
Blake Ebert
Lynn Ewer
Andy Frey
Andrew Goodreau
Mark and Jane Gottwald
Elaine and Jim Greenfield
Tim Gregorich
Jewel and Paul Gruwell
Ashleigh Hack
Star S Hanson
Lori Hautajarvi

Janice Hiatt
Jill Hilliard
Charles Jensen
Mandi Johnson
Mark and Jody Johnson
Susan Kadrmas
Linda Kalweit
Jerome Kampert
Tony and Bea Katzmarek
Laura Kiehnbaum
Carol Kivi
Natasha Kowalowski
Ramona Kruchowski
Julie Kuharski
Michael P. Kurtovich
Darlene Lundberg
Marcia Lyle
Gail McGrath
Heather Millis
Claudia Mills
Barbara Mlaskoch
Kristin Mosher
Fred Nelson
Judy Norstrud
Laurie Northrup
Patricia and Kent Ogston
Jeffrey Oien
Eric Pearson
Sharon Picconatto
Rebecca Pittner
Gayle Pullen
Lance Randall
Joanne E. Robson
Olga Rosenzweig

Claire Ruegemer
Marlene Saar
Gayle Salmela
Tina Silverness
Jan and Frank Simmons
Elroy Strom
Grady Tank
Hayden and Monica Tarvas
Mary Lou and Tony Tarvers
Reneek Vannett
John Vice
Alida Viele
Carol Weme
Judi Wiecki
Steven Zimski
Jay Zink and Kay Jean 

Whelan	

STUDENT/SENIOR
Carol Bakke
Marian Bell
Kaye Bergman
Laura Borud
Destiny Cich
Tracy Close
Elaine Dacken
Paige Dalbec
Eryn Elfving
Doris Engman
Sherri and Charlie Fedora
Lindi Flemmen
Glen Freberg
Honna Furo
Anne Geving

Laraine Healy
Karl and Peggy Hodil
Sandy Jokinen
Sharon and Carl Keller
Bill and Evelyn Kliever
Noah Kruger
Samantha LaDean
Toni Landgren
Richie Lees
Peter and Pamela Leone
Harold Mahaney
Bayogar McCritty
Micayla Metzger
Karen Moore
John Moos
Cody Mullen
Sheri Nesdahl
Amy Niemczyk
Linda and Ron Oberg
Harv and Cheryl Paskett
Lyle and Leone Peters
Judy Peterson
Sharon Peterson
Kathleen Pettit
Janet Roos
Margaret Schultz
Desiré Singer
Pamela Skule
Evelyn Swader
Kelsey Swor
Jessica Van Scoy
Sue Walkoviak
Denise Wallack
Anthony Winkler

ANIMAL CHAMPION	
	Sharon F Buchanan

Warren Johnson

	
ANIMAL HERO
Dan and Jan Anderson
Stanley and Janice Burns
Carolyn Gilbertson
Muriel Stewart
Pat and Mary Valentine
William and Mary Ellen Wade	

	
ANIMAL ANGEL
Larry and Roselyn Baier
Janet Blair and William Eldred
Kathleen and John Bray
Leif and Gloria Brush

Catherine and John Carter
Lita and Brian Doesken
Jackie and Bill Dolentz
Sue Finstick
Erika L Fogtiene
Randine Hamilton
Debra Hyde
Bruce Jessen and Gail 

Baldwin
Dan and Jane Leslie
Judy O’Day
Judie Sands
Terry and Mary Tilander	

	
ANIMAL 

PROTECTOR
Corinne Anderson
Julianne Anderson

Bekki Babineau
John and Georgia Baumgarth
Carla Boyd
Cherie Bridges
Lee Burke
Jeremy and Theresa Caine
Molly Cherro
Dianna Crandall
Debbie Davis
Terry Donnelly
Cheryl Kostrzab
April and Al Estrada
Sue Fleming
Linda Friend
Richard and Jo Ann Gallice
Tim and Bonnie Gotelaere
Carol and Dennis Healy
Diane and Doug Hinderks
Todd and Janelle Hnatko
Julie Jago

Dr. Alan and Dorothy Johns
Christine Johnson
Joy and Ken Lehtinen
Janet Lewis
Janet F Lewis
Rebecca McKenzie
Katie Neby
Josie and Benjamin Olson
Rebba Olson
Roger Petry
Richard and Maria Plasch
Sandra Purcell
Heather Rappana
Vincent and Laura Regan
Nan Schiffelbine
Kate Scott
Joetta Snow
Liesel Wilson
Sarah Ziring	

ANIMAL FRIEND
Catherine J Ameel
Carol Bock
Susan Bourgoyne
Marci D.Tuggle
Debi and Zach Fox
Briana Gross and Jared 

Strasburg
Marisa Hoogenakker
Larry A Rivers Jr
Andie Kantor
Diane Klepatz
Christina Knetsch
Susan Lundequam
James Nelson
Heather Nord
Victoria Oestreich
Catherine N Podeszwa
Craig Scherf

Mark and Kathy Sheff
Judith Sheriff
Tia Simmons
Chelsey Smith
Amanda Spieler
Barbara Steger
Lori WIlliams

ANIMAL ALLY	
Mangan Golden
William Lynch
S J McKusick
Lori Olson	

We sincerely thank our sustaining members who provide a monthly gift for the animals in our care.

SUSTAINING MEMBERS

CIRCLE OF ANGELS
INDIVIDUALS
Michael and Cheryl 

Abramson
Dan and Jan Anderson
Jane Anderson
Lee Anderson
Walford and Rosemary 

Anderson
Andrew and Megan Baertsch
John and Kathy Baumgarten

Lynn Beechler
David and Cindy Blomberg
Mildred Carlson
Dody Davis
Josephine Dolan
Cher Franzen
Kathy Hooey
Al and Dorothy Johns
Warren Johnson
Christine Legarde

Joe and Cheryl Meese
Robert and Diane Meierhoff
Patrick Needham
Dale and Jacquelyn Olsen
Suzanne Pawson and Dennis 

Kachelmyer
Jennifer Robinson
Dorace Stubenvoll
Dan and Cindy Urshan
Clyde Wartianen

ORGANIZATIONS
ASPCA
Best Friends Animal Society
Continental Ski and Bike
Duluth Superior Area 

Community Foundation
Duluth Veterinary Hospital
Frances Curran Foundation
Hanft Fride

Harley Davidson Sport 
Center

Irving Community 
Association

Kenneth A. Scott Charitable 
Trust

The Lloyd K. Johnson 
Foundation

The Lupa Wellness Fund
Maddie’s Fund

Miller Hill Subaru
Mount Royal Fine Foods
The Petco Foundation
Pet Smart
Sheldon Group
Shirley Viergutz Trust
Twin Ports Cyclery
Whiteside Charitable Trust
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The following tributes were recieved in April, May, June.                             
If you do not see your listing in this issue, look for it in the next.  

If you see an error regarding your donation, please call and let us know: (218) 722-5341, Ext. 214.

DULUTH VET 
HOSPITAL

AGNES	  
Jon and Candy 
 Carlson	

ANNIE	  
Richard and Angie 
 Budney		

BAILEY	  
Ashley Lovell	

BAXTER	  
The Lepak Family	

BERNIE	  
Kenny Davis	

BJORN	  
Heather Mindestrom	

BLAZE	  
The Gontjes Family	

CASEY	  
Jim Conroy	

CHESTER	  
Ben Larson and Sarah 
 Krueger		

CLYDE	  
Krista Carson	

COOP	  
The Jubala Family	

CROIX	  
Jeff and Barb Wiklund	

EINAR	  
Steve and Peg 
  Sutherland	

ELLE	  
Eric and Alexis 
 Johnson		

ELLIE 	  
Tim and Lorraine Little	

ELVIS	  
John and Susan 
  Streitz	

GIZMO	  
The Johnson Family	

HARRIET	  
Joann Stover	

HARVEY	  
Damon and Michelle 
 Laurien		

HOBART	  
Richard and Terry 
  Kronzer		

IZZY	  
Howie and Lynn 
   Krenzen		

KITTY	  
Gerald and Melody 
 McKnight-David	

LAFAYETTE	
The Arnold Famiy	

LIBBY	  
The Twomey Family	

LOLA	  
Darren and Melissa 
 Hill	

LOUIE	  
The McKillop Family	

LOUIS	  
The Dailey Family	

LUCY	  
The Galbrath Family	

MADDY	  
Karl and Bev 
 Tarnowski	  

NICKY
Andrew Frey	
PELLE	  

Patrick and Kelly 
 Finnegan		

RODNEY	  
Donald Doane	

ROSE	  
Brian Vtech	

ROSE	  
Katherine Frick	

SASHA	  
Marge Fraser	

SCOOTER	  
The Jones/Mooers 
 Family		

SEYMOUR	  
Laura Hoelter	

SHEIK	  
Sylvia and Albert 
  Zaslasky		

SKY	  
The Zobel Family	

SMOKEY	  
Mark and Margo 
  Sesman		

SUGAR	  
The Stevenson Family	

SWEET PEA	
Jeff and Deanna 
 Nelson		

TEDDY	  
Anne  Bent	

TIA	  
Kristi Johnson Eugene

    Rebeck		
TIKKA	  

John and Sarah 
 Baehurst		

VERUCA	  
Steve and Heidi Ash	

ZOEY CRYSTAL	
Rich and Bridget  
 Leighton		

IN MEMORY OF 
PERSON

SENORA BENNETT	
Ingrid Metzger	

ROBERT JUSTIN 
BLACK	  
Thomas and Diane 
 Black	

JOHN BRADSHAW	
Adeline Grams	

HARRY BREITBACH	
Paul and Amy  Bugge	

DAVID L. DAVIDSON	
Nancy Davidson	

JUNIPER FRACCASSI	
Mike and Colleen 
 Peterson	

GENERAL WAYNE 
GATLIN	  
Shirley Pommerville	

	 Ben and Barry Wolfe	
LOGAN GHORMLEEY	

Laura Trombino and 
Jack Lafferty	

LINDA GRANN	
Mary Ann Ritenour	

HELEN GUIST	
Barbara Koberstein	

	 Edmund Leese	
	 Laura  Warren	
	 Bernard Zylka	
DAVID HIEB	

Elizabeth Marsaa	
SISTER VERDA CLAIRE 

EICHNER	 
Kathy Noble	

RICHARD HABLE	
Jeane Binney	

KIM HOLLAND	
Vickie Ceder	

JAGER HOLTE	
Rebecca McKenzie	

ELIZABETH “BETSY” 
JOHNS	  
Linda and Tom 
 Manahan	

RUSSELL H. LARSON	
Robin  Keyport	

	 David Russell Larson	
MARTHA LEHR	

Janet Simmons	
SCOTT LINDVALL	

Cheryl Paskett	
RAY MLASKOCH	

Barbara Mlaskoch	
KEN NEWMAN	

Judy Newman	
PAT NICHOLS	

Arbors Association	
MARGARET PETERSON	

Linda Hinners	
	 Jeri Stromquist	
LISA PETTIS	

Lisa and David 
 Thompson	

	 Griffin 	
	 Mary Ann Govze	
	 Dave and Lone 

 Cooke	
	 Dianne Kaarbo	
	 Heidi Olson	
MACY REGINA	

Denise and Dennis 
 Lemay	

ALBERT HIERONYMUS 
STEGER	  
Anonymous	

	 Barbara Steger	
GEORGE VANDERPORT	

Carol Rae Witte	
DICK and SHARON 

WALLACK	
Denise Wallack	

JOHN and EV 
WIRTANEN	
Susan Stearns	

JOHN ZARINS	
Sue and Larry Jentoft	

GLENN ZIMMERMAN	
Alma Zimmerman		
	

IN MEMORY OF PET
ANGUS	  

Dana Collins 
  Rich Melvin	
ARCHIE	  

The Olafson Famiily	
AVI LUX, BELLATRIX, 

and CASEY	
Andie Kantor	

BELLA and BANDIT	
Carla Boyd	

BELLA	  
Linda Anderson	

BETH and MACY	
Steven Zimski	

BOB CAT PRESTON	
Laura Anderson	

BUDDY	  
Shirley Pommerville	

BUTCH	  
Judith Gray	

CAMIELLE	
  Natasha Kowelowski
CARMEL	  

Larissa Wolfe-Hechtl	
CASPER, MICKEY 
and SPIKE	  

Jill Bianchet	

CEDAR and MURPHY	
Lori Williams	

CHICA CAT 
STEKLENSKI	
Linda Kalweit	

CHOCOLATE PUDDING	
Dan and Sue Hodnick	

CLARA	  
Larissa Wolfe-Hechtl	

CLYDE	  
Kelly McFaul-Solem	

CORBIN	  
Cheryl and Mike 
 Abramson	

DEL	  
Dianna Hunter and 
 Deb Anderson	

DAISY, DINAH and 
DUCHESS	
Sue Finstick	

DUNCAN DONUTS	
Peggy and Karl Hodil	

ETHAL	  
Kim Deiss	

FIFI	  
Diane Orville	

FILO	  
Barbara Mlaskoch	

FLUFFY	  
Craig Scherf	

FOXY	  
Krista Arneson	

FRANKLIN	  
John and Chris 
 Peterson	

FREDDY	  
Catherine Podeszwa	

GABBI	  
Sandy Jokinen	

GEORGE	  
Kristin Mosher	

GRACIE	  
Mary C. Johnson	

KACEY	  
Laura Borud	

KEYLEE	  
Dennis and Carol 
 Healy	

LILY	  
Diane Hadrich	

LILLIAN	  
Kelly McFaul-Solem	

LUKE	  
Judy Dockendorf	

MAX	  
Catherine Podeszwa	

MAX	  
Kaye Bergman	

MIA	  
The Bodin-Jenson 
 family	

MISS MAWLEA	
Charlie and Sherri  
 Fedora	

MORGAN	  
Pat Ogston	

MUDDY	  
The Scinocca Family	

NICK and NIA	
Kim Deiss	

NIIMBUS	  
Catherine Podeszwa	

ONNA	  
Robert and Linda 
 Plucinak	

PEBBLES	  
Jayne   
 Iverson	

PENNY	  
Ben Lee	

PIXIE	  
Darlene 
Lundberg	

PIXY ROTT	  
Laurie 
Northrup	

PUTZ	  
Karen Hansen	

RUFFLES	  
Jewel and Paul 
 Gruwell	

RUFUS	  
The Sunshine Club	

SANDY	  
Carol-Gayle Peterson	

SIMBA	  
Diane Kessler	

SKEETER	  
Kristin Mosher	

SNOWBALL	
Jay and Kay Zink	

SOPHIE GIRL	
Norman and Ruth Will	

SQUEEK	  
Karen Hanson	

SUGAR	  
Jennifer Johnson	

SUGAR	  
Ray and Judy Wiles	

TEDDY	  
Jewel and Paul 
 Gruwell	

TIGGS	  
Judith Gray	

TITA	  
Regina and Kevin 
 Westerlund	

TOBY	  
Becky Mathiowetz	

TOMMY	  
Catherine Podeszwa	

TORI	  
Trish Poylio	

VINNIE BOY	
Darlene Nelson	

WEENIE	  
Deb Strange	

WINNIE	  
Judy O’Day	

ZOEY	  
Carol-Gayle Bradburn	

		   	
IN HONOR OF 

PERSON	
CHRISTOPHER TODD 

BLACK	  
Thomas and Diane 
 Black	

MIKE BRUZIK	
Noel Roos	

CLAIRE CONWAY	
Kay Conway	

PAT KIELB	 Janice 
Jones	

LINDSAY SNUSTAD	
Leona Krieg	

SISTER CLAIRE	
Kathy Noble	

THE VOUNTEERS	
David and Debbie 
 Swenson	

MARK and BETH 
WILHELMSON	

Madeline Zhu	

IN HONOR 
OF PET
ANNABELLE 
 Sandra 
  Kushman

BARNEY	  
 Betsy Hanson

BEN	  
Stephen Wilkosz

BILLIE	  
Gayle Salmela

CINDY	  
Carol-Gayle Peterson

CODY	  
Peter and Judy  Bauers

DAHLIA	  
Shirley Jezierski

DELILAH	  
Don and Deborah 
 Johnson

ELSIE , JACKSON, JOE, 
MOLLY, QUEENY, and 
SYLVESTER	
James Barschdorf

FOREST and SMIDGE	
Jill Bianchet

FRECKLES	 
Pamela Leone

FUZZ	  
Karen Hansen

GRACIE	  
Mary Beth Bujold

IZZY	  
Brenda Denton

JASMINE and MOOSE	
Katherine Camps

LAZER	  
Ronald Oberg

LIVINSTON	 
Mary C.  Johnson

LUCY	  
Mary Mattson

MAX	  
Wendy Carlberg

MITTENS	  
Patricia Jackson

PATCHES	  
Karen Hansen

PIPPI BUTT	 
Julianne Duncan

SMOKEY	  
Jerome Kampert

SOOT	  
Betsy Hanson

TIGGER	  
Patricia Jackson

TODD	  
Jody and Mark 
 Johnson

TRAVIS	  
Diane Klepatz

TUFFY	  
Michael Kurtovich

WHISKERS	 
Gayle Salmela	

TRIBUTES
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A GROWING SHELTER
Humane Education expansion plan: A brand-new Activity Center

In 2018, Animal Allies asked Fur Ball guests to give towards a 
special Fund-a-Need: expanding our Humane Education program 
to reach more people in the community. The program teaches 
humane values through classroom visits, tours, camps, and clinics, 
emphasizing the importance kindness and respect for animals. 
The key to this Humane Education expansion plan: a brand-new 
Activity Center added onto the shelter. This addition would house 
camps, birthday parties, and clinics, allowing us to offer more 
outreach while also freeing up space in the shelter. 

Fortunately, our generous community recognized the importance 
of this project and gave to make it possible. Grants from RBC 
Wealth Management and the Petco Foundation supplemented your 
individual donations, and Kylmala Truss donated the trusses for  
the building.  

When the snow finally melted and the ground finally thawed this 
spring, excavation began and concrete was laid. Before we knew 
it, the whole structure was up. Now, the Activity Center is housing 
summer camps, birthday parties, puppy classes, microchip clinics, 
and more. We are so glad to have this opportunity to reach more 
people and help more pets! Thank you to everyone who contributed 
and continues to support our work.

A work in progress in early June.

Summer campers gathered in the Activity Center.
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SAVE A LIFE 
BECOME AN MEMBER 

All Members Receive:

•

• 10% off Adoption Fees
• 10% Retail Discount
• 10% off Humane Education Activities

Continued Subscription to The Paw Print 
• 2019 Membership T-shirt

Membership levels
❑ Miriam Carlstedt Society  

$5,000 Annually / $400 Monthly*

*Become a Monthly Sustaining Member!

For more information, or to become a Sustaining Member,
visit www.animalallies.net/member or  call    (218) 722-5341  Ext. 214

Name __________________________________________

Address ________________________________________

City/State/Zip ____________________________________

Phone __________________________________________

Email ___________________________________________
Animal Allies Humane Society does not sell or give 

contact information to any other organization.

Payment Method

   $ _______________Amount Enclosed   
❑ Check or Cash
❑ Credit card
❑ VISA ❑ MasterCard ❑ Discover

CV

 

V _____

 

Exp _________________________________________ 

Signature ____________________________________

❑ I have included Animal Allies in my estate plans.
❑ I would like more information about including Animal

Allies in my estate plans.

Thank you for your donation

Donation Amount ________________________________

In honor of Person, name __________________________

In memory of Person, name _______________________

In honor of Pet, name _____________________________

In memory of Pet, name ___________________________

Send acknowledgment to: 

Name __________________________________________

Address ________________________________________

PLEASE RETURN ENTIRE FORM TO: 4006 Airport Road, Duluth, MN 55811
OR give online at animalallies.net/member

ANIMAL ALLIES

This level provides spay/neuter services for all the animals in our 
shelter for one month. 
Additional Donor Benefits: Four (4) complimentary tickets to The Fur Ball Gala 
($400 value), recognition on the Spay/Neuter Donor Wall, kennel sponsorship, 
membership incentive and 2019 Animal Allies Membership Family t-shirt..

________________________________

❑ Animal Champion  
$3,000 Annually / $250 Monthly*

This level provides extra care for an animal to treat ailments 
such as heartworm, specialty surgical procedures, medical
conditions or broken bones. 
Additional Donor Benefits: Two (2) complimentary tickets to The Fur Ball Gala 
($200 value), personalized paw on the donor wall, kennel sponsorship, 
choice of membership incentive and 2019 Animal Allies Membership Family t-shirt..

❑ Animal Hero  
$1,000 Annually / $80 Monthly*

This level provides in-house dental procedures for 4 shelter dogs. 
Additional Donor Benefits: Two (2) complimentary tickets to The Fur Ball 
Gala ($200 Value), personalized kennel sponsorship, membership 
incentive and 2019 Animal Allies Membership Family t-shirt.

.
❑ Animal Angel  

$500 Annually / $40 Monthly*
This level spays/neuters a mother and her litter of 6 puppies.
Additional Donor Benefits: A personalized kennel sponsorship for one year, 
membership incentive and 2019 Animal Allies Membeship Family t-shirt.

ACCT #

❑ Animal Protector 
$250 Annually / $20 Monthly*

This level provides food for 4 dogs for one month at the shelter.
Additional donor benefits: Membership tote bag and 2019 Animal Allies 
Membership Family t-shirt.

❑ Animal Friend 
$100 Annually / $10 Monthly*

This level vaccinates 10 dogs against disease.
Additional donor benefits: Membership tote bag and 2019 Animal Allies 
Membership Family t-shirt.

❑ Family/Business - $50 Annually
This level feeds 15 cats for one week.
Additional donor benefits: Membership tote bag and 2019 Animal Allies 
Membership Family t-shirt.

❑ Animal Ally - $30 Annually
This level microchips 3 pets to help them return home should they become lost.
Additional donor benefits: The 2019 Animal Allies Membership Family t-shirt.

❑ Student/Senior - $25 Annually
This level feeds a mother and her 7 kittens for one week.
Additional donor benefits: The 2019 Animal Allies Membership Family t-shirt.

• “Third Thursdays” Membership Appreciation Day
Save 20% on adoption fees and retail purchases.

*



4006 Airport Road
Duluth, MN 55811

Saturday, 
September 7th 
	

Charity Brewery Crawl
Join the fun and raise money for charity!  Animal Allies is one of many charities participating in this local brewery crawl.  Get your  
ticket and more information at www.animalallies.net. $15 from each ticket sold benefits Animal Allies when you select us as your charity 
of choice at check out.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Be the first to know! Sign up for email notifications on our website or follow us on  

Facebook to learn about exciting events and adoption promotions!

We would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to Muriel Whiteside
and the trustees of the Muriel Whiteside Charitable Trust who 
provide a generous annual gift to help the homeless cats
and dogs we serve. We are humbled by the ongoing support
and could not achieve our mission without you. Thank you!

Thursday,  
August 1st

Saturday, 
October 19th 

Humane Society Day at Wade Stadium 
Gates open at 5:30! Come cheer on the Huskies and visit the AAHS mascots, get a temporary tattoo, play some games, and meet 
furry friends.

The Fur Ball Gala 
SAVE THE DATE - Northland Country Club hosts an evening of life-saving fundraising, chef-inspired gourmet food and a selection 
of incredible live and silent auction items.  Our featured artist Patricia Canelake’s custom piece The Dog Walker will be auctioned 
alongside an authentic Avengers: Endgame poster signed by the entire cast!  This evening is one you won’t forget.  Reserve your  
ticket at www.animalallies.net.

All Animal Allies  
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